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Judiciary condemns assault of Masindi Chief Magistrate

KAMPALA 15 December 2017: The Judiciary has noted with concern the
Wednesday morning physical violent attack on a female judicial officer by
an irate litigant while she was presiding over a case.

Ms. Catherine Agwero, the Masindi Chief Magistrate, was physically
assaulted and injured on 13t December 2017 by a one Fredrick Ford
Kyogonza, who was produced before her to show cause why he should not
be committed to civil prison for six months over failure to pay a
Shs4,899,000 debt. Records in the Masindi Court indicate that Kyagonza,
had earlier on lost a 2013 civil case filed against him by a one James
Magadu and the court ordered him to pay costs of the suit to the latter,
which he had since failed to settle.

The Judiciary understands following an order for his committal to civil
prison for six months over the debt, a frustrated Kyagonza jumped over
the dock and assaulted the female officer in her judicial seat.

The assailant rained blows on the magistrate’s head unrestrained for a
couple of minutes. He only relented after Prison Warders and a Court
Orderly turned up, overpowered him and later handed him over to the
Masindi Central Police for further management. The magistrate was
discharged from hospital but she is still nursing injuries.

Kyagonza, 32, a medical clinician and resident of Masindi Municipality
was a day later formerly charged with assault occasioning actual bodily
harm and contempt of court. He was remanded to Masindi Prison till 9th
January 2017, pending the hearing of the matter.

As an independent and competent institution charged with dispensing
justice to all, the Judiciary regrets such uncivilised, offensive and
disrespectful act on a judicial officer in the course of her duties.

Judicial officers are merely neutral arbiters who carefully hear both parties
in a matter before making a verdict in accordance with the law. The law
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gives dissatisfied parties a right to appeal any judicial decision up to the
Supreme Court.

We know that Her Worship Agwero dutifully played her part as a presiding
magistrate and Mr. Kyogonza has a right to appeal her decisions to a
higher court rather than engaging in violence.

In the meantime, the Judiciary will work hand-in-hand with the Police and
other relevant authorities to ensure that there is adequate security for all
judicial officers and other court users at the different courts.
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