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The Purpose of Land 

Adjudication 
Â Ihering found the end of law in the ñdelimitation of 

interestsò.
Â The purpose of delimitation of interests is to create 

certainty. 
Â Certainty is to delimit or define with sufficient 

exactitude. 
Â It is to make certain: to determine, to fix the limit of 

or boundary of, to limit or confine, to particularize, 
to make definite in outline or form, sure, reliable, to 
establish as a truth or fact. 

Â Certainty is a fact, the truth; a definite number or 
quantity. 

Â Land Adjudication establishes Certainty  



The Meaning of Land 

Adjudication
Â It is the process by which the Area Land 

Committee finally and authoritatively 
ascertains and delimits all existing interests 
in a particular piece of land as the basis of 
proving of ownership of land by application 
of customary law, and the resolution of any 
disputes over the ownership, boundaries 
through mediation by ALC and conflicting 
land use through use planning (s. 5, 6, 45 & 
64(7)&(8) of LA & Reg. 21 of LR)



The Consequences Lack of 

Land Adjudication 
ÂConflicts escalation due to unregulated 

competition for scarce natural resources: 
survival for the fittest   

Â Forceful migration resulting in land invasions 
due to deleterious agrarian practices, giving 
rise to land degradation, drought and famine

Â Feuds and closure of Communities behind 
conflict barriers and perpetuation of fear of 
the unknown, of eviction and of dispossession

ÂProtracted, costly and stressful litigation   



Lack of Land Adjudication, 

Violence and Crime 
ÂUncertainties due to lack of land adjudication 

perpetuates conflicts, which escalate into 
disputes if not managed; disputes escalate 
into violence and crime if not resolved in time.  

ÂViolence is the intentional use of physical 
force or power, threatened or actual, against 
a person, or against a group or community 
that either results in or has a high likelihood 
of resulting in injury, death, psychological 
harm, mal-development or deprivation. 


